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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 2-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 6,058,380 (ANDERSON ET AL). 

As for claim 2, ANDERSON discloses a method for automating error processing 
and correction in usage and billing systems comprising: 

receiving at least one set of error processing rules in at least one master 
database to be executed by at least one processor and applied to a plurality of defective 
billing records {Column 16, Lines 65-67, wherein this reads over "an AP format rule 
table 138 contains an entry for each format rule that has been specified for the 
generation of customer-specific AP feeds"}; 

receiving the plurality of defective billing records from one or more billing systems 
to the at least one master database {Column 6, Lines 2-4, wherein this reads over "an 
invoice analyzer 32 retrieves each invoice that has yet to be analyze from intermediary 
database 66 via a communication path 50, e.g., the internal bus of a mainframe"}; 
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categorizing the plurality of defective billing records by at least a defined error 
code {Column 6, Lines 5-10, wherein this reads over "invoice analyzer 32 evaluates 
each invoice, e.g., by performing a reasonability check, and assigns a green, yellow or 
red status to the invoice as to payment along with explanatory information, based upon 
analysis criteria that the customer has established for the account corresponding to the 
invoice"}; 

presenting the categorized received billing records for an administrative review 
{Column 6, Lines 48-53, wherein this reads over "upon receipt of the file, EDI translator 
26 performs a syntax check on the invoices contained therein and sends an 
acknowledgement, to the vendor 10 via communication path 16"}; 

accepting ad hoc sets of processing rules and administrative overrides {Column 
14, Lines 33-35, wherein this reads over "intermediary report generator 64 can generate 
on an ad hoc basis reports containing information of vendor interest"}; 

applying the one or more sets of defined and ad hoc error processing rules to the 
plurality of defective billing records to correct the billing records {Column 14, Lines 35- 
37, wherein this reads over "intermediary report generator 64 can retrieve any 
information contained in intermediary database 66, as needed"}; 

sending a warning when a defective billing record is encountered by the one of 
more error processing rules that has an undefined error code {Column 4, Lines 39-41 , 
wherein this reads over "if an exception is detected, action is taken in accordance with 
Table 1"}; and 
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sending corrected billing records to their corresponding billing systems for further 
processing {Column 4, Line 39-41 , wherein this reads over "if an exception is detected, 
action is taken in accordance with Table 1 and an exception report is generated in 
accordance with Table 2"}. 

As for claim 3, ANDERSON discloses the method of claim 2 wherein a 
processing rule includes a description of the rule, a rule start date, a rule end date and a 
rule maximum duration {Column 16, Lines 51-53, wherein this reads over "a payment 
rule table 145 contains an entry for each payment criterion, including reasonability 
criteria, that has been specified by any customer"}. 

As for claim 4, ANDERSON discloses the method of claim 3 wherein a 
processing rule is manually extended, modified, deleted and copied into a new rule 
{Column 9, Lines 7-1 1 , wherein this reads over "a customer can execute invoice 
reviewer 98 to take action on an Invoice or modify previous action taken on an invoice, 
e.g., rejection of a formerly approved invoice, during the period up to and including the 
date of payment"}. 

As for claim 5, ANDERSON discloses the method of claim 2 wherein a warning is 
sent when a predetermined threshold is met limiting the total number of records 
received from the one or more billing systems {Column 12, Lines 20-23, wherein this 
reads over "the records for each invoice is maintained in intermediary database 66 for a 
set of period, e.g., two years, from the time when the invoice is received by the 
intermediary"}. 
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As for claim 6, ANDERSON discloses the method of claim 2 wherein processing 
rules are applied to individual errors and to classes of errors in a batch process {Column 
14, Lines 52-58, wherein this reads over "error reports - e.g: companies not processed 
monitor reports files that have been picked up or are pending"}. 

As for claim 7, ANDERSON discloses the method of claim 2, further comprising 
balancing volume flows of defective billing records and sending a warning when an out 
of balance condition exists {Column 14, Lines 58-66, wherein this reads over "early 
warning account number changes audit of all updates and actions status on pending 
actions (approval/disapproval), etc. reconcilement end-of-day"}. 

As for claim 8, ANDERSON discloses a computer-readable medium storing a 
plurality of instructions to be executed by a processor for automating error processing 
and correction in usage and billing systems, the plurality of instructions comprising: 

receive at least one set of error processing rules in one or more master 
databases to be executed by at least one processor and applied to a plurality of 
defective billing records {Column 16, Lines 65-67, wherein this reads over "an AP 
format rule table 138 contains an entry for each format rule that has been specified for 
the generation of customer-specific AP feeds"}; 

receive a plurality of defective billing records from one or more billing systems to 
the one or more master databases {Column 6, Lines 2-4, wherein this reads over "an 
invoice analyzer 32 retrieves each invoice that has yet to be analyze from intermediary 
database 66 via a communication path 50, e.g., the internal bus of a mainframe"}; 
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group the plurality of defective billing records by a defined error type {Column 6, 
Lines 5-10, wherein this reads over "invoice analyzer 32 evaluates each invoice, e.g., by 
performing a reasonability check, and assigns a green, yellow or red status to the 
invoice as to payment along with explanatory information, based upon analysis criteria 
that the customer has established for the account corresponding to the invoice"}; 

present the grouped billing records for an administrative review {Column 6, Lines 
48-53, wherein this reads over "upon receipt of the file, EDI translator 26 performs a 
syntax check on the invoices contained therein and sends an acknowledgement, to the 
vendor 10 via communication path 16"}; 

send a warning when a defective billing record is encountered that was not 
anticipated by the one of more sets of error processing rules {Column 4, Lines 39-41 , 
wherein this reads over "if an exception is detected, action is taken in accordance with 
Table 1"}; 

accept ad hoc sets of processing rules and administrative overrides {Column 14, 
Lines 33-35, wherein this reads over "intermediary report generator 64 can generate on 
an ad hoc basis reports containing information of vendor interest"}; 

apply the one or more sets of error processing rules to the plurality of defective 
billing records to correct the billing records {Column 14, Lines 35-37, wherein this reads 
over "intermediary report generator 64 can retrieve any information contained in 
intermediary database 66, as needed"}; and 

send the corrected billing records to their corresponding billing systems for 
further processing {Column 4, Line 39-41 , wherein this reads over "if an exception is 
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detected, action is taken in accordance with Table 1 and an exception report is 
generated in accordance with Table 2"}. 

As for claim 9, ANDERSON discloses the computer-readable medium of claim 8 
wherein a processing rule includes a description of the rule, a rule start date, a rule end 
date and a rule maximum duration {Column 16, Lines 51-53, wherein this reads over "a 
payment rule table 145 contains an entry for each payment criterion, including 
reasonability criteria, that has been specified by any customer"}. 

As for claim 10, ANDERSON discloses the computer-readable medium of claim 9 
wherein a processing rule is manually extended, modified, deleted and copied into a 
new rule {Column 9, Lines 7-1 1 , wherein this reads over "a customer can execute 
invoice reviewer 98 to take action on an Invoice or modify previous action taken on an 
invoice, e.g., rejection of a formerly approved invoice, during the period up to and 
including the date of payment"}. 

As for claim 1 1 , ANDERSON discloses the computer-readable medium of claim 8 
wherein a warning is sent when a predetermined threshold is met limiting the total 
number of records received from the one or more billing systems {Column 12, Lines 20- 
23, wherein this reads over "the records for each invoice is maintained in intermediary 
database 66 for a set of period, e.g., two years, from the time when the invoice is 
received by the intermediary"}. 

As for claim 12, ANDERSON discloses the computer-readable medium of claim 8 
wherein processing rules are applied to individual errors and to classes of errors in a 
batch process {Column 14, Lines 52-58, wherein this reads over "error reports - e.g: 
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companies not processed monitor reports files that have been picked up or are 
pending"}. 

As for claim 13, ANDERSON discloses the computer-readable medium of claim 
8, the plurality of instructions further comprising balancing volume flows of defective 
billing records and sending a warning when an out of balance conditions exists {Column 
14, Lines 58-66, wherein this reads over "early warning account number changes audit 
of all updates and actions status on pending actions (approval/disapproval), etc. 
reconcilement end-of-day"}. 

As for claim 14, ANDERSON discloses a device for automating error processing 
and correction in usage and billing systems comprising: 

a master database including at least one set of error processing rules and a 
plurality of defective billing records received from one or more billing systems {Fig. 1, 
Element 104}; and 

a processor in communication with the master database and the usage and 
billing systems, the at least one processor categorizing the plurality of defective billing 
records of the master database by at least a defined error code, presenting the 
categorized billing records for an administrative review, accepting ad hoc sets of 
processing rul^s and administrative overrides, applying the one or more sets of defined 
and ad hoc error processing rules to the plurality of defective billing records to correct 
the billing records, and sending corrected billing records to their corresponding billing 
systems for further processing {Column 8, Lines 44-47, wherein this reads over "the 
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customer controls the synchronization of databases 66 and 86, with respect to invoice 
review and approval, through the execution of customer communication interface 84"}. 

As for claim 15, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein the 
processor provides a graphical user interface and wherein the processor presents the 
categorized billing records for an administrative review via the graphical user interface 
{Column 7, Lines 65-67, wherein this reads over "intermediary communications 
interface 80 uploads the data to communication path 82, e.g., a public data 
communications network"}. 

As for claim 16, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein the 
processor sends a warning when a defective billing record is encountered by the one of 
more error processing rules that has an undefined error code {Column 4, Lines 39-41 , 
wherein this reads over "if an exception is detected, action is taken in accordance with 
Table 1"}. 

As for claim 17, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein the 
processor sends a warning when a predetermined threshold is met limiting the toll 
number of records received into the master database from the one or more billing 
systems {Column 12, Lines 20-23, wherein this reads over "the records for each invoice 
is maintained in intermediary database 66 for a set of period, e.g., two years, from the 
time when the invoice is received by the intermediary"}. 

As for claim 18, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein the 
processor applies the error processing rules to individual errors and to classes of errors 
in a batch process {Column 14, Lines 52-58, wherein this reads over "error reports - e.g: 
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companies not processed monitor reports files that have been picked up or are 
pending"}. 

As for claim 19, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein the 
processor balances volume flows of defective billing records and sends a warning when 
an out of balance condition exists {Column 14, Lines 58-66, wherein this reads over 
"early warning account number changes audit of all updates and actions status on 
pending actions (approval/disapproval), etc. reconcilement end-of-day"}. 

As for claim 20, ANDERSON discloses the device of claim 14, wherein an error- 
processing rule includes a description of the rule, a rule start date, a rule end date, and 
a rule maximum duration {Column 16, Lines 51-53, wherein this reads over "a payment 
rule table 145 contains an entry for each payment criterion, including reasonability 
criteria, that has been specified by any customer"}. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
I. U.S. Patent: 

1) U.S. Patent No. 6,714,979 (BRANDT ET AL) is cited to teach data 
warehousing infrastructure for web based reporting tool, 

2) U.S. Patent No. 6,360,21 1 (ANDERSON ET AL) is cited to teach system 
and method for electronically processing invoice information, and 

3) U.S. Patent No. 6,615,258 (BARRY ET AL) is cited to teach integrated 
customer interface for web based data management. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cang (James) G. Thai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6499. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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